




 

Clare Park: ‘Gathering Light’ and ‘Breaking Form’ 

Exhibition highlights hope and human spirit of patient research 

             

Nature’s Grace - photograph of patient John Gebbels by Clare Park©  

An extraordinary exhibition of photographs opens in Cambridge on May 9th to shine a light 
on the world of clinical research. 

The provocative exhibition at the ArtCell Gallery in the Li Ka Shing Centre, Cambridge 
Research Institute, takes a rare view of the discipline through the eyes of patients and 
researchers. The photographs capture the unique relationship between patient and doctor 
and the hope and human spirit wrapped up in research projects. 

The Gathering Light exhibition was commissioned by the Joint Research Office at University 
College London Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (UCLH), with support from UCLH Arts, and 
first opened at UCH Street Gallery in April 2012. The work is the result of a ground-breaking 
project in which five clinical researchers and their patients collaborated with award-winning 
photographer Clare Park to explore their feelings about the challenging journey in clinical 
research. The focus is on ‘translational research’ where researchers work to transform 
scientific discoveries into new treatments that have a direct effect on patient care.  

It covers some of the most cutting edge areas of medicine including the development of 
gene therapy for patients with blood cancers and the study of the effect of exercise and 
extreme conditions on the body. Translational research is often described as research that 
takes us ‘from bench to bedside’.  It is very much like a journey from basic science in the 
laboratory to the ultimate purpose of research - patient treatments.  For some patients 
getting involved in research can be a way of finding hope and purpose. For others it is a way 
of helping future generations. For researchers the process can be perplexing, exciting or 
sometimes even gruelling. 



 

Clinical researcher and haematology consultant, Emma Morris said: ‘The challenge of this 
project has been to convey in pictures the unique relationship between a patient and their 
doctor, when both are involved in medical research. In some circumstances, patients 
volunteer to take part in studies where the potential benefit to them individually is unknown. 
It is an extraordinary example of unselfishness, generosity, hope and human spirit. The 
perseverance, determination and vision of the researcher is more than met by their partner 
in discovery. We are totally dependent on each other. Clare's thought-provoking photos have 
brought this into focus.’ 

Patient John Gebbels said: ‘My involvement with this project has served as an important 
insight into what doctors do 'behind the scenes', the extent of which may remain invisible to 
many other patients. The level of dedication which these doctors commit to their research is 
quite exceptional. Without this my two complicated stem cell transplants and various 
associated treatments may not have been possible.’   

Photographer Clare Park: I realised the title ‘Gathering Light’ as I slowly gathered together 
many pieces of an elusive jigsaw and made an exhibition out of the human courage and 
dedication revealed to me by patients/their doctors/nursing staff/families and carers. All the 
subjects in my photographs are looking away from camera, reflecting their sense of 
contemplation and inner resolve, each one having written their own captions to accompany 
the selected images. No matter what their role within the hospital, ‘coping strategies’ were 
significant amongst everyone and I gradually became a fellow traveller as opposed to an on-
looker in the process of interpreting this collective force emerging out of individual visions.’  

Clare is renowned for working closely with theatre and dance companies, including the 
Royal Shakespeare Company, The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden and the National 
Theatre, creating images of visual intensity. Alongside this work has been her 20 year 
project ‘Breaking Form: Buz and Parkinson’s’ with a UCLH patient and his family exploring 
the impact of Parkinson’s disease. Some of these photographs will also be exhibited, 
including the portrait that won the Royal Photographic Society’s 153rd International Print 
Exhibition.  

She says, ‘Breaking Form’ is an ongoing collaboration between Buz Williams, who has had 
Parkinson’s disease for over 30 years, his wife Debbie Green and myself. Buz has been 
cared for by the National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery since he was 29 years 
old. The images exhibited are part of the narrative photographic study we have developed 
over the past two decades within a context of our personal lives and our shared professional 
backgrounds of theatre, movement and dance.’  

University College Hospital is one of seven which make up University College London 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (UCLH). UCLH works closely with its sister organisation 
UCL and together they are a world leader in experimental and translational research, and 
are home to the NIHR University College London Hospitals Biomedical Research Centre. At 
any one time over 1,000 studies are taking place at UCLH/UCL and each year several 
thousand patients volunteer to take part in research. 

 



 

The National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery (NHNN) is one of these seven 
hospitals and is the largest centre in the UK for the diagnosis and management of 
Parkinson’s disease and is actively involved in cutting edge research including a number of 
experimental trials including new drug treatments, gene therapy and cell based therapies. 

Clare Park’s exhibition is now to be shown in Cambridge at ArtCell Gallery from May 9th 
2013.The exhibition will be opened by Mayor Cllr Sheila Stuart. 

ArtCell Gallery was started in November 2007 by Stefanie Reichelt. It is located in the 
Cancer Research UK Cambridge Research Institute (CRUK CRI), in the heart of the 
scientific community of Cambridge. The institute carries out world-class research to improve 
our understanding of cancer and find out how to prevent, diagnose and treat different kinds 
of cancer. The exhibitions at ArtCell aim to bring art into the institute for Stefanie's 
colleagues, patients at Addenbrookes Hospital as well as the general public.  

Stefanie Reichelt is a Cambridge researcher and photographer. She is head of the light 
microscopy laboratory at the Cancer Research UK Cambridge Institute. Her research 
includes the development of new imaging techniques, which will enable the visualisation of 
molecules in cells for cancer diagnostics. The images of cells and structures are necessary 
to study processes, which can lead to cancer in healthy cells.  

The Cancer Research UK Cambridge Institute (CRUK-CI) aims to bring the scientific 
strengths of Cambridge to bear on practical questions of cancer diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention.  

The Institute focuses specifically on the practical application of high-quality basic research, 
forming a bridge between the world-class science of the University of Cambridge and its 
environment, Addenbrooke's Hospital, and other institutes and departments on the 
Cambridge Biomedical Campus.  

Addenbrooke’s Hospital is one of the leading national centres for specialist treatment, a 
government-designated comprehensive biomedical research centre, one of only five 
academic health science centres in the UK and a university teaching hospital with a 
worldwide reputation.  

Stefanie Reichelt 

ArtCell Gallery 
Cancer Research UK 
Cambridge Research Institute 
Li Ka Shing Centre 
Robinson Way 
Cambridge, CB2 0RE 
Tel: +44 (0) 1223 769632 
Email: artcell@cruk.cam.ac.uk 
ArtCell opening hours: 10am-5pm, Mon – Fri 

 



 

More images: http://www.clarepark.tv/projects/nhs/frame.htm 

 

 

 

http://www.clarepark.tv/projects/buz/frame.htm 

 

     

 

Please contact Clare Park http://clarepark.tv/ on 07881 628095 

 or email: clareparkphoto@hotmail.com for further information and press files. 
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